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Objectives of the RBM - Vector Control Working Group  
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Purpose: 
- To align RBM partners on best practices to reach and maintain universal coverage with effective vector 

control interventions. 

- To support the implementation of Vector Control Guidance generated by WHO and to galvanise efforts towards 

achieving specific country and global malaria elimination targets. 

- National programs 
- Product manufacturers 
- Academia 
- Implementers 
- Policy makers 
- Multi-laterals  
- CSOs 

MEMBERS  
Convene  

Coordinate  

Facilitate 

communication 
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VCWG 18th annual meeting, Feb 2023: 
 ~339 participants from 49 countries  

(34 malaria-affected countries) 

VCWG - 18th annual meeting 2023 – Accra Ghana  

• Meeting presentations and photos 

are available on the RBM website 
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VCWG - 19th annual meeting 2024 in Kigali 

VCWG 19th annual virtual meeting registrants as of 11 April: 
221 participants from 43 countries  

(30 malaria-affected countries) 
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VCWG is organized around 3 workstreams; each with three themes of 
output.  

 Task Teams focus on topics under each of these themes in each WS 
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WS 1: Enhancing the 
Impact of Core 
Interventions 

WS 2: Expanding the 
Vector Control Toolbox 

WS 3: Implementing the 
Global Vector Control 

Response 

1. Identify gaps, capacity 
needs and research 
priorities  
 

2. Policy clarification and 
evaluation pathways  
 

3. Operational scale up and 
support  
 

Detailed workplans have been developed for each workstream 
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Workstream 1: Enhancing the Impact of core interventions (ITNs and IRS) 
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Co-leads:  
- Allan Were, MSH; awere@msh.org               
- Mary Kante, Eauclaire consulting; mkante@eauclaireconsulting.co 

mailto:awere@msh.org
mailto:mkante@eauclaireconsulting.co
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Workstream 2: Expanding the vector control toolbox 
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Co-leads:               
- Derric Nimmo, IVCC: derric.nimmo@ivcc.com 
- Eric Ochomo, KEMRI: eochomo@kemri.go.ke  

mailto:derric.nimmo@ivcc.com
mailto:eochomo@kemri.go.ke
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Workstream 3: Implementing the Global Vector Control Response  
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Co-leads:  
- Chadwick Sikaala, Elimination 8, csikaala@sadce8.org 
- Anne Wilson, LSTM, Anne.Wilson@lstmed.ac.uk 

mailto:csikaala@sadce8.org
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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2023 

10 8 May, 2024 

1. Developed supportive guidance documents:  

 

- Global Vector Control Response to invasive Anopheles stephensi: Consensus Statement 

- Vector Control Epidemiological Impact Evaluation Staff and Technical Assistance Request Guidance  

- Promoting vector control in humanitarian emergencies  

 

 

2. Created a new Task Team on Vector Control in Humanitarian emergencies  

 

3. Participated in a workshop to update the RBM strategy – Geneva in October 2023 

 

4. RBM 29th Board meeting – Dubai – December 2023 
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1. Galvanising efforts towards addressing the 
invasion of Anopheles stephensi in Africa. 
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An stephensi invading the African continent  

before 2012 2012 2023 

● Djibouti (2012), Ethiopia (2016), 
Sudan (2016), Somalia (2019), 
Nigeria (2020), Kenya (2022), 
Eritrea (2023), Ghana (2023) 

• Vector breeds in artificial man-made breeding sites – like Aedes and Culex  

• Increased urban malaria burden in the African continent as it spreads. 

• Vector will be difficult to target with standard malaria vector control interventions. 
• Vector can maintain high malaria transmission rates in dry seasons 

• Dry season malaria outbreak in Ethiopia (Fitsum et al 2023)  
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Joint VCWG/MSWG consensus statement: Global Vector Control Response to 
invasive Anopheles stephensi  

 Calls on RBM partners and others to support the fight against An. stephensi 
 Aims to support work of WHO, UN-Habitat and others by facilitating sharing 

of knowledge and best practices  

 Also working with research partners to identify key research gaps 
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2. Development a guide for NMPs to inform requests for staff and/or Technical Assistance for 
evaluations of the impact of vector control interventions on malaria burden or transmission as part of 

Global Fund application in collaboration with SMERG  
 

• Description of Positions, 

Roles and required 

experiences  
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3. Vector Control in humanitarian emergencies  

15 8 May, 2024 

• Created a new Task Team for VCHE 

 

• Co-hosted 2 events in Washington DC 

and Accra together with the UN 

Foundation on ‘Protecting Displaced 
Populations from Vector Borne 

Diseases’.  
 

• Released a statement on VCHE on 

World Mosquito Day to raise 

awareness 
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The Resistant Mosquito: Staying Ahead of the Game in 
the Fight against Malaria 

• Discover how we combat malaria resistance 

• MOOC addresses insecticide challenges in mosquito 

vectors of disease. 

 

• Starting the free course (for six weeks with one to two 
hours of weekly study) from May 13th. 

• A simple registration  

 

• Many thanks to all contributors from RBM VCWG, 

University of Basel, the Swiss TPH, and many other 

organisations and institutions 
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